
What is the BPL?
Under Part BFCL, there is only one pilot licence for balloons, the Balloon Pilot Licence (BPL). As initially issued, it 
entitles the holder to fly Hot Air Balloons privately up to size ‘120’ in the UK or abroad (medical permitting). The 
pilot may then add additional privileges /ratings to the licence:
● Additional Groups (larger size bands of Hot Air Balloon)
● Additional Classes (Gas, Hot Air Airship and Mixed)
● Tether rating
● Night rating
● Commercial rating
● Instructor rating

There is no restriction on the number of 
on board from the licence, though the 
self-declared medical limit is 4.
Cost sharing is permitted up to 4 
on board under Part BOP.

Definitions of size groups 
A: up to and including 120 (3,400 m3) 
B: above 120 up to and including 210
(3,401‐6,000 m3) 
C: above 210 up to and including 370 
(6,001‐10,500 m3) 
D: above 370  (10,500 m3)

What’s Happening?
On 1st January 2021, the UK left EASA (European Aviation Safety Agency), however all previous European aviation 
legislation remains in force. This legislation moved into UK statutes and became UK law on 1st Jan 2021 as per the 
EU Withdrawal Act 2018. As of 1st Jan 2021, we remain with: UK Part ML (continuing airworthiness), UK Part BOP 
(balloon operations), and UK Part BFCL (balloon flight crew licensing).

The CAA have clarified on their website (https://info.caa.co.uk/uk‐eu‐transition/general‐aviation/) that “the current 
Balloon rules for operating in the UK that are in place will remain and will not be replaced. EASA have established a 
simple and proportionate rule set for balloons and have structured them into one document. This document is called 
the EASA Balloon Rule Book and it contains the rules for balloon air operations (Part-BOP), requirements for balloon 
flight crew licensing (Part-BFCL), continuing airworthiness (Part-ML) and initial airworthiness (CS31GB, CS-31HB, 
CS-31TGB). The edition containing these rules was published in September 2020 by the European Commission 
(Regulation (EU) 2018/395). We will retain this rule book as the UK Balloon Rule Book after Transition. All balloon 
operations on EASA Part-21 balloons, commercial or private are regulated by this rule book. (Note: Annex I balloons 
are covered under the provisions of the Air Navigation Order (ANO) 2016.)”

The only change which is not complete is the transitioning of licences, the end date of which has been extended 
several times, most recently due to the Covid-19 situation. CAA has advised that the final date for this will be 8th 
December 2021 and therefore all pilots wishing to continue to fly “Part 21” balloons (supported factory built 
balloons, i.e. all except “Annex I”) must obtain the new Balloon Pilot Licence (BPL) by that date.

You can continue to use your UK PPL(BA) or CPL(B) on all balloons until 8th December 2021. After that date, 
unless you hold a BPL, you will be limited to flying Annex I balloons in the UK only.
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Medicals
There is good news regarding medicals. CAA (DfT) has delivered on their promise to arrange that the BPL can be 
supported by the pilot medical self‐declaration, on the same basis as with the PPL(BA) and CPL(B)(Restricted). This 
came into force, on 28th January 2021, and means no pilot who is currently flying with their licence supported by 
the medical self‐declaration will be disadvantaged when they move to the BPL. This removes a major worry for 
those pilots concerned they cannot attain the LAPL medical, which was previously the minimum standard for the 
BPL. 

The BPL medical requirements are as follows:
● For Commercial Passenger Ballooning (CPB): Class 2 medical (or higher)
● For all other flying within UK (max 4 on board): Self-declared medical (or higher)
● For Commercial but not CPB flying with more than 4 on board: Class 2 medical (or higher)
● For all non-Commercial flying within UK with more than 4 on board: LAPL or Class 2 medical (or higher)
● For ICAO compliance / validity worldwide (including Europe): Class 2 medical (or higher)*

*Due to the UK leaving EASA we have lost the right for use of a LAPL medical to support the UK BPL when flying in 
Europe.

Transitioning - Basic Sport Pilot
You will need to prepare the following before completing your transition paperwork :
● Pilots need valid / current medical certificate or declaration (see medicals section)
● Pilots need recency for base (hot air) licence of at least 6 hours including 10 take‐off & landings (10 flights) 

in last 24 months, unless they have passed their PPL(BA) skills test in the last 24 months.
● An English Language Proficiency (ELP) certificate, if not already on your licence or on the blue BBAC card. 

This is form SRG1199. This can be completed by a balloon examiner for native English speakers. You will 
need an language school to sign this off if English is not your native language.

Note - The previous requirement for an instructor flight has been cancelled and is not required.
Note - There is no requirement for recency for tethering, all PPL(BA) holders will be granted the tether rating.

You will need to complete the transition form (SRG1104B) which is available on CAA website.
You will need to provide certified copies of documents / logbooks to avoid sending originals to CAA (certified by 
an examiner or a few other approved people).
You will need to pay the conversion fee which is £77. 
Your BPL is valid for life.

You can “convert” at a time of your choosing: pilots are advised to convert by late summer, to avoid any risk of not 
having a valid licence due to delays in processing / issuing late in the transition period (i.e in Sept‐Nov 2021). 
Please bear in mind that glider pilots also have to work on the same timescales and CAA will be busy.

BBAC is asking instructors & examiners to convert as soon as they can, since we need them for training new 
students in the BFCL system, from Spring 2021

Attention pilots who are not “current” on their PPL(BA)
Due to Covid-19, many pilots are not current on their PPL(BA) – which requires 5 flights of at least 5 minutes in the 
preceding 13 months.
These pilots would need to do flying with instructors / examiners to re-establish currency of their PPL(BA) at the 
start of the 2021 flying season.
Due to different requirement of the BPL, it may be possible to get the BPL now and to be current without needing 
flights with instructors / examiners.
The BPL requires 10 flights, totalling 6 hours, in the preceding 24 month period. If a pilot did 10 flights/ 6 hours in 
the 2019 flying season, they would be current under BPL rules today, can get their BPL and can use it at the start of 
the 2021 flying season.
The BPL application for “standard pilots” is very easy, so getting the BPL in early 2021 may be the simplest route 
to regaining legality to fly. BBAC would still recommend some refresher training for those out of practice.
 



Transitioning Additional Privileges
How to keep Groups (larger size hot air balloons) and Classes (hot air airship or gas)
Pilots wanting larger hot air size groups get them by showing evidence on the largest group they want to take to 
the BPL of EITHER 2 fights as pilot in command within the previous 4 years 
                           OR  1 instructor flight or C of T within the previous 4 years.
Note this is controlled by Part BFCL size groups, so if you want group B, a 120 is too small.
Pilots wanting gas and/or hot air airship classes will need to be recent on those (3 hours in last 24 months).

How to keep commercial privileges
For CPL(B) holders of all types, the commercial operations rating is granted automatically provided your CPL(B) is 
current (validated - meaning the Certificate of Revalidation is up to date). It can only be used for CPB flying in 
groups corresponding to the size group (or a smaller group) flown at the last C of T (proficiency check).
For holders of the CPL(B) without a current, valid C of T or C of E, the revalidation process under UK law requires 
you to do a flight test equivalent to a C of T. It is not possible to create a new C of E if the last one has expired. 

How to keep or get night rating
For the night rating, three are possible cases: 
● If you have the night rating (no restriction to day only flying) on your UK PPL(BA) now, that will translate to 

the BPL night rating.
● If you have done at least two instructor flights at night of at least one hour each**, then you qualify for the 

BPL night rating.
● If you have done at least two flights as PIC at night (based on your CPL(B) not being restricted to day only 

flying) totalling at least two hours** then you qualify for the BPL night rating.
** times are of legal night period, not total flight time

Adding Additional Privileges once you have the BPL
Once converted to the BPL you will be able to apply to add additional ratings if you wish.
Full details on the requirements for each rating can be found on the BBAC website on the licencing page in the 
pilots’ section of the members’ website.

Currency / Recency once you have the BPL
Depending on what privileges you hold on your BPL, there are various requirements which are time based. These 
are always ‘rolling’, meaning that whatever today’s date is, you have to look back the specified period and ensure 
you have the required recency.

For the base licence (hot air balloon), you need to have done a minimum of 6 hrs as Pilot in Command (PIC) across 
a minimum of 10 flights in the preceding 24 months (2 years). 
Additionally, you need to have made a satisfactory training flight (with an instructor or examiner) in the preceding 
48 months (4 years). The requirements for this training flight are covered in the BBAC Guide to the BPL. 
If you have privileges for group(s) larger than group A, the training flight must be in a balloon from the largest group 
you hold or at least the largest group you wish to continue to use (groups can be allowed to go dormant and can be 
reactivated in the future).

To maintain your tether rating, you need to do one tether at least every 48 months.

If you hold privileges for gas balloons or hot air airships, you need to maintain recency of 3 hours PIC within the 
previous 24 months (2 years) for each class.

There is no requirement for recency for a night rating.

To use the BPL commercial rating for CPB (in addition to the base licence recency above), you must have passed a 
proficiency check (with an examiner) within the preceding 24 months (2 years), or (if such courses were available) 
have attended a commercial refresher course that included a day of ground school and a flight with an instructor.
The commercial rating can be used for CPB only in a size group the same as or smaller than the size group used 
for the most recent examiner grade test flight, which might be your initial commercial skill test or a later 
commercial rating proficiency check.
The proficiency check flight covers the licensing proficiency check requirement of Part BFCL and also the flying 
element of the operator proficiency check requirement of Part BOP (Balloon Operations).
Additionally there is a Recent Experience requirement of having made 3 flights in balloons, at least 1 on hot air 
class (or alternatively one satisfactory training flight in a hot air balloon) within the preceding 180 days (6 months). 



Frequently Asked Questions
Why do we need to move to the BPL? 
UK Part BFCL law mandates that the Balloon Pilot Licence (BPL) is required for flying Part 21 (series, factory built, 
non‐Annex 1) balloons from 8th April 2021. All UK licensed pilots intending to fly G‐ balloons after that date (except if 
limited solely to Annex 1) need to hold the BPL by that date. 
However, this date has been extended due to Covid‐19. In Spring 2020, CAA accepted BBAC’s request that the 
(licensing) transition period be extended, to give pilots more time to prepare for their BPL application, during 2021. 
CAA originally decided to extend the transition period to 8th October 2021 (as has been advised by BBAC since May 
2020). A further and final extension was decided (in January 2021) to 8th December 2021. 
This is done under the UK Basic Regulation via an Article 71 action, which invokes a justified delay in implementation of 
Part BFCL for a short, defined period, due to unforeseen circumstances, i.e. due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  

But why don’t we stay with the old PPL(BA) & CPL(B)?  
The legal basis for (balloon pilot) licensing in UK is for the transition to the BPL. 
The only valid licence for balloon pilots to use for Part 21 (factory built) balloons after 8th April 2021, extended to 8th 
December 2021 due to Covid‐19, is the BPL. 
BBAC asked (Dec 2020) for an review of licensing, before we all had to transition to the BPL, or an extension to the 
licensing transition period to allow a review to take place later in 2021‐22. 
CAA has replied (Jan 2021) that it is not possible to do any licensing review in 2021 and that the timescale for the 
transition to the BPL must be maintained. We must therefore continue with the transition to the BPL, on the basis which 
has been in place and briefed to BBAC members for many years. 
The process is quite simple and BBAC is producing guidance for members. 
There may be an opportunity to make adjustments to the BPL in 2022‐23 or later and BBAC will maintain a “wish list” 
and consult on its content.  

How do I apply for a Self Declared medical?
The self declaration is available online on the CAA website. See the information and link on the BBAC medical page. 

How do I apply for a LAPL or Class 2 medical?
You will need to visit an AME (Aeromedical examiner). The CAA website has a useful tool to help you find a local AME.
Provided you are able to use the self-declaration medical, there is no need for an aviation grade medical for transition, 
except for commercial pilots. 

How do I get an English Language Proficiency certificate?
You will need to print and complete the ELP form SRG1199.
If your native language is English then a Balloon examiner can sign this for you.
If your native language is not English then you will need to have a proficiency assessment either at a language school 
approved by the CAA, or at a flight training organisation approved by the CAA to conduct language assessments.

When should I complete my transition form and send it to the CAA?
This is up to you. The BBAC advises not leaving this too late in the year to avoid you being without a licence following 
8th December 2021. The CAA are likely to be extremely busy processing licences (there are many thousand glider pilots 
also getting their new licences) so allow plenty of time to avoid potentially being grounded in December 2021.
Naturally you will need to ensure you have the required currency/recency to apply. You may be able to apply for the BPL 
even if your PPL(BA) is out of currency because the BPL recency requirements are potentially more enabling (a 2 year 
period) than the PPL(BA) (13 month period). 

What is BBAC doing to support me in getting the BPL?
The final version of the requirements is much reduced from the original plan, notably the medical, due to BBAC efforts 
over many years. 
BBAC is providing information and guidance materials, including a “crib sheet” on completing the application form.
BBAC have conducted several multiple Zoom Briefing sessions. A recording of the third briefing session and a list of 
FAQs is available on the BBAC Website. BBAC officers are available (within reasonable limits) for further advice. 

I am an existing Pilot Under Training (PUT), what do I need to do to finish my training?
Please see the separate briefing document for trainee pilots. Existing students who are continuing their training in the 
“old” / “national” system must complete by 8th December 2021, or else transition to Part BFCL training. 

I want to start training in 2021, what should I do? 
Firstly you need to register with the BBAC Training Organisation (DTO) via the BBAC website. Once you have registered 
you will be able to access all the materials and information you need to start training for the BPL. 
Please see the separate briefing document for trainee pilots.


