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This Briefing will cover :

● Are you a PPL(BA) or BPL student?
● National Training PPL(BA) exemption students

○ What you need to do
○ By When
○ Medicals
○ “Transitioning”
○ Extended validity

● BPL Students
○ What you need to do
○ By When
○ Medicals

● Support
● Intro to the BPL Licence



This Briefing will NOT cover :

● Information for pilots who have already checked out.
○ Information and support for Pilots will be covered in the separate briefing after this talk.

● Discussing whether the in process licensing transition is a good or bad thing
○ This talk is to support pilots in understanding what they should do so as to remain flying after 

8th December 2021 (notwithstanding Annex 1 balloons).

● Information regarding taking balloons to Europe (e.g for Metz)
○ The legal position is [as it has always been for the PPL(BA)], that a Class 2 medical is needed for flying outside 

the UK.
○ BBAC is looking at the particular case of Metz with a view to any possible alleviation on medicals.
○ BBAC is looking into the new situation for taking balloons to Europe in general, considering customs 

arrangements (Carnets)



Am I A PPL student or BPL student?

● If you registered with the DTO to continue with the National Training PPL(BA) route by 
8th April 2020 you are on the pathway to complete on the ‘old’ training system.
You will need to complete by 8th December 2021 on this route or switch to the BPL 
training system

● If you registered with the DTO after 8th April 2020, then you will be a BPL student.
There is no deadline to complete your licence.

If you’re still not sure ask Dave Court who can confirm.

All trainee pilots now need to be registered to the BBAC DTO and maintain your BBAC membership

All trainee pilots need to submit electronic copies of their flights, after each flight, to the BBAC DTO



What do I need to do - PPL(BA)?
● You continue to take training flights with instructors or with “ordinary pilots”.

● You electronically submit the details of the training flights to the DTO after each 
flight.

● You can use any hot air balloon (except “Annex 1”, as has always been the case).

● You apply for the licence using the PPL(BA) form (SRG1115) & the BPL 
conversion form (SRG1104B). 

● You need a least a LAPL medical prior to the first solo flight and it makes sense 
to get it earlier in your training. It is obviously required for the licence application.
Once qualified, you can use the self-declaration, within its limits of maximum four 
on board and to flying in the UK only.

● Details of all training flights are recorded in:
(BLUE) Pilot Training Record Book (PuT Log Book)
(RED) Pilot Log Book

● You receive the BPL and can chose to pay extra for the PPL(BA).

● All the above must be complete by 8th December 2021.

Requirements:

● 16 hours flight training
● 4 flights with BBAC instructors
● 6 flights minimum
● 1 tethered flight
● 5 written examinations
● LAPL medical (or higher grade, i.e. 

Class 2) (must be held before flying 
solo and ideally much earlier in 
training)

● Recommendation for flight test
● General flight test
● Solo flight (30 minutes)



By When - PPL(BA)?

You must be complete requirements 
and submit to the CAA by

 

8th December 2021
What happens if I dont complete by then?

Any students not completed by 8th December 2021 will have to do a transition process to Part BFCL 
training; the details are not yet defined. 
If having to transition, it’s very likely that only instructor flights will be credited towards the 16 hours 
minimum for the BPL. 



Extended Validity

Training flights and exams are normally valid for 24 months. 

For year 2020, CAA extended the validity of training flights and written exams (see Pilots’ Circular from 
May 2020). This will only have benefitted students which have already checked out.

Confirmed Extended Validity:

Any training flight since 16th March 2018 is valid to 8th December 2021 

Any exam since 16th March 2018 is valid to 31st May 2021. The exam date is still being negotiated with 
objective of 8th December 2021



Medicals for the PPL(BA)

When training you need at least a LAPL medical.

Once qualified you follow the rules for pilots 
and can use the medical self-declaration



Transitioning - PPL(BA) Students

When you submit your PPL(BA) Application form (SRG1115) you will also 
need to complete the transition form (SRG1104B) 
Both forms are available on CAA website.

The examiner will advise of the current requirements of what documentation you need to 
submit and whether you can do this via certified scanned documents. 

You will need to pay the licence application fee. 
This is £196  and you will receive both a BPL licence and a PPL(BA) licence
* Prices confirmed to remain throughout 2021

Your BPL is valid for life.

There is a detailed crib sheet guide on how to complete the transition form on the 
licencing page of the BBAC website 



Pause for Questions

If we didn’t manage to answer your question this evening, 
or if you would rather email us privately please contact :

dto@bbac.org

Please consult the BBAC Briefing documents before contacting us.

Please bear with us as we are getting a lot of individual queries.

Please remember we are a small team of volunteers with ‘real jobs’, it may take some time to respond to everyone.



What do I need to do - BPL?
● You continue to take training flights with BPL instructors.

● You electronically submit the details of the training flights to 
the DTO after each flight.

● You can use any hot air balloon (except “Annex 1”, as has 
always been the case).

● You need a least a LAPL medical prior to the first solo flight 
and it makes sense to get it earlier in your training. It is 
obviously required for the licence application.
Once qualified, you can use the self-declaration, within its 
limits of maximum four on board and to flying in the UK only.

● Details of all training flights are recorded in:
(DARK BLUE hardback) Pilot Training Record Book (PuT Log Book)
(RED) Pilot Log Book

● You receive the BPL.

● There is no deadline for getting your licence

Requirements:
● 16 hours flight training, all with instructors or examiners 

including at least 12 hours dual (i.e. not solo) instruction
● 20 Take-Offs
● 20 Landings
● 10 Inflations
● 2 Tethered Flights
● Recommendation for written examinations
● 6 written examinations
● LAPL medical (or higher grade, i.e. Class 2) (must be held 

before flying solo and ideally much earlier in training)
● Solo flight (30 minutes)
● Recommendation for skill test
● Skill test



By When - BPL?

You have no deadline to complete your licence.
 



Medicals for the BPL

When training for a BPL, at least a LAPL medical 
certificate is required.

Once qualified you follow the rules for pilots 
and can use the medical self-declaration



Pause for Questions

If we didn’t manage to answer your question this evening, 
or if you would rather email us privately please contact :

dto@bbac.org

Please consult the BBAC Briefing documents before contacting us.

Please bear with us as we are getting a lot of individual queries.

Please remember we are a small team of volunteers with ‘real jobs’, it may take some time to respond to everyone.



Support

● All information for training is available on the BBAC Website

○ For BPL students the BPL Student Handbook contains all training information and is available 
to download from the DTO section of the BBAC website

● The BBAC website has a search function for instructors and examiners

● Your local region can also put you in contact with local pilots, instructors, and examiners

● The CAA website has the formal details of licence applications and medicals

● The CAA website has a search function for AMEs

● Pilots’ Circular (emails) provide news on changes to any rules

For anything else you can contact dto@bbac.org for personal support



What is the BPL?

Under Part BFCL, there is only one pilot licence for balloons, the Balloon Pilot Licence (BPL). 
As initially issued, it entitles the holder to fly Hot Air Balloons privately up to size ‘120’ in the UK or 
abroad (medical permitting). The pilot may then add additional privileges /ratings to the licence:

● Additional Groups (larger size bands of Hot Air Balloon)
● Additional Classes (Gas, Hot Air Airship and Mixed)
● Tether rating
● Night rating
● Commercial rating
● Instructor rating

There is no restriction on the number of on board from the 
licence, though the self-declared medical limit is 4.
Cost sharing is permitted up to 4 on board under Part BOP.

Definitions of size groups 
A: up to and including 120 (3,400 m3) 
B: above 120 up to and including 210 (3,401‐6,000 m3) 
C: above 210 up to and including 370 (6,001‐10,500 m3) 
D: above 370  (10,500 m3)



Pause for Questions

If we didn’t manage to answer your question this evening, 
or if you would rather email us privately please contact :

dto@bbac.org

Please consult the BBAC Briefing documents before contacting us.

Please bear with us as we are getting a lot of individual queries.

Please remember we are a small team of volunteers with ‘real jobs’, it may take some time to respond to everyone.



Thank you for attending tonight’s presentation.

If you have any feedback for us, 
would like to request an additional talk for your group, club or region, 

or to ask any further questions please feel free to contact me directly at:

vicechair@bbac.org



Welcome to the BBAC Member’s Day and AGM

The AGM will start at 1400


